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Good morning, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee. My name is Mike Smith and | am the
Director for the Office of Triba Services within the Bureau of Indian Affars at the Department of the
Interior. | am heretoday to providethe Administration’ sposition of oppositionto S. 2694, abill to “extend
Federal recognition to the Chickahominy Tribe, the Chickahominy Indian Tribe, Eastern Division, the
Upper Mattaponi Tribe, the Rappahannock Tribe, Inc., the Monacan Tribe, and the Nansemond Tribe.”

Under 25 CFR Part 83, groups seeking Federa acknowledgment as Indian tribes are reviewed in a
thorough and objective manner. Each petitioning group must demondrate that they meet dl the seven
mandatory criteria established in these Federa regulations. The seven mandatory criteria are that a
petitioner: (1) demongtrates that it has been identified as an American Indian entity on a substantialy
continuous basis snce 1900; (2) demonstrates that a predominant portion of the petitioning group
comprisesadiginct community and has existed as a community from historica times until the present; (3)
demondtratesthat it hasmaintained politica influenceor authority over itsmembers as an autonomous entity
from higtorica times until the present; (4) provides a copy of the group's present governing document
induding its membership criteria. In the absence of a written document, the petitioner must provide a
statement describing infull itsmembership criteriaand current governing procedures, (5) demonstratesthat
its membership congsts of individuas who descend from a historical Indian tribe or from historica Indian
tribes which combined and functioned as a Sngle autonomous poalitical entity; (6) demondrates that the
membership of the petitioning group is compaosed principdly of persons who are not members of any
acknowledged North American Indian tribe, and (7) demondtrates that neither the petitioner nor its



membersare the subject of congressiond legidationthat has expresdy terminated or forbiddenthe Federal
relationship. A criterion shal be consdered met if the available evidence establishesareasonablelikelihood
of the vdidity of the facts relating to that criterion. A petitioner must satisfy al seven of the mandatory

criteriain order for triba existence to be acknowledged.

All six of these groupswho would benefit fromenactment of S. 2694, have submitted letters of intent and
partia documentationto petitionfor Federal acknowledgment. However, none of these petitioning groups
have submitted completed documented petitions demondrating their ability to meet dl seven mandatory
criteria

The Federal acknowledgment regulations provide a uniform mechanism to review and consider groups
seeking Indian triba status. This legidation, however, dlows these groups to bypass these stlandards —

alowing them to avoid the scrutiny to which other groups have been subjected.

This concludes my prepared statement. | will be happy to answver any questions the Committee may have.



